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WASHINGTON -- U.S. Rep. John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced                today that President Clinton and Vice President Gore formally designated                the Connecticut River as one of 14 American Heritage Rivers. The                designation will ensure that the communities along the river will                receive federal help implementing their plan for restoring and protecting                the environmental, economic, and cultural values of the river and                riverfront.              

"This designation is going to provide the communities along the                river well a path of economic revitalization and cultural renewal,"                Olver said. "Ultimately, this designation is going to steer significant                resources to the watershed area to continue our efforts of cleaning-up                brownfields, improving access and land conservation along the river,                building new river walks and bike trails, and protecting biodiversity                -- and, it is going to be a great for tourism."              

"Back in 1994, I first spoke with Secretary Babbitt about the importance                of such designations, as well as the importance of the Connecticut                River to local communities. I shared with him the history of settlements                along the river going back more than 350 years. I am thrilled that                those discussions have finally come to fruition. "              

"Since then, there have been so many people, organizations and                legislators working together to make this happen. I am pleased that                we can all take part in celebrating this unique and honored designation,"                Olver said.              

In his 1997 State of the Union address, President Clinton announced                the American Heritage Rivers Initiative to recognize and reward                local efforts to restore and protect America's rivers and riverfronts.                The Administration received 126 nominations from 46 states and the                District of Columbia. A Presidential Commission was formed to narrow                down the 126 nominations and provide the President with recommendations                based on historical significance and community support. Ultimately,                14 American Heritage Rivers were chosen.              

The President and Vice President are in North Carolina today at                the New River&nbsp; to formally designate the rivers.&nbsp; Secretary                Babbitt is expected in Massachusetts today to celebrate the Connecticut                River designation. Congressman Olver was unable to attend the celebration                due to the House voting schedule.              

Under the American Heritage River initiative, a federal employee                will be designated as a "River Navigator" to help communities identify                federal programs and resources to help carry out their plans.&nbsp;                Federal agencies will help match community needs with available                resources. Additionally, the agencies will work with the River Navigator                and communities to attack pollution problems, build greenway and                pedestrian paths, protect watersheds, rebuild historic docks, identify                native trees and plants, and seek out other economic opportunities.             

                 ###                             

 1 / 1


